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of princesses, the whims of monsters, the causes are much
the same. They are based on. economics and economic
laws. Even the great world-compellers and storm-riders
fought for their people as well as for their own fame, their
own wealth, or their own aggrandisement, for without a
prosperous and a wealthy people only the world's monsters
could hope to prosper themselves.

Unfortunately so many of the causes have their roots
far down in the beds of time. Alsace, for instance, long a
duchy of the Holy Roman Empire and German Empire,
fell into the hands of France so far back as the years of
the Grand Monarque between 1648 and 1697. So it
remained despite the victories of Marlborough and Eugene,
despite the humbling of France in 1814, despite the tableau
of the Hundred Days of '15, all occasions where an adjust-
ment if urgently needed and claimed could have been made.
Its reversion to the Germany of 1814 and 1815, while per-
missible as a penalty to the conquered, was obviously not
looked on as a right, nor a burning need for a re-union with
a parent stock, however unrighteously Louis XIV may
have acquired it originally; and so in 1871.

Lorraine, too, was a Duchy of the Empire till 1736,
when it was granted to Stanilaus Leszinski, the ex-king of
Poland, brother-in-law of the king of France. At his
death in 1766 it was, agreeably to treaty, incorporated
with France, so that when it returned to Germany in 1871,
here also there was no burning cry for racial re-union and
self-determination. So this age-old bone of contention and
cause of war dates, even in modern controversy, from close
on two hundred years ago. The severing of these provinces
in 1871 from the parent stock in France was among the
very definite causes of the late war.

On the other hand we must think a little with Germany,
who could but remember how the French had rattled
their sabres prior to 1870, and how France sixty or seventy
years earlier had wantonly torn Europe to pieces for her